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SADCO: SADCO: Target AreaTarget Area

Africa

SADCO



SADCO:  management modelSADCO:  management model

Funded by consortium of 5 southern African 
marine organisations

Consortium forms Steering Committee to 
oversee data centre, and decide policy

SADCO has existed since 1960’s, present 
format since 1990



SADCO:  data managementSADCO:  data management

• ORACLE DBMS, workstations

• Data can be flagged for security

• Daily backups for safety



SADCO:  data types (1)SADCO:  data types (1)

• Vertical profiles (>200 000  stations):
•CTDO continuous data
•Discrete bottle data, XBTs, MBTs
•Nutrients, chemistry

• Surface observations (6m reports, 45m 
observations)

• ADCP profiles (under development)



SADCO:  data types (2)SADCO:  data types (2)

•Time series data:
•Current meters
•ADCP
•AWS (land-based or buoy)
•Other

•Plankton
•Other, as required



•Web-enabled raw data extraction 
(standard & customised, off-line)
•Extractions by 
geographic area,
cruise or 
deployment
•ODV format

SADCO:  products (1)SADCO:  products (1)



•Means, statistics

•Graphs, downloadable

•Inventories



SADCO:  inventorySADCO:  inventory

• SADCO can scout for data 
(insight into regional data)

• Existing inventory of cruises



SADCO:  communicationSADCO:  communication

• Quarterly newsletter

• Web site
sadco.csir.co.za
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